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The Church  
 “Reach” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your 

skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources 
designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 
Abide grow as a disciple yourself 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s 
passage—2 Corinthians 5:9-21. 

• Complete the Daily Readings and journal your insights. Meditate on how these 
passages fit with the sermon title, “Reach.” 

o Day 1 Luke 10:1-9 
o Day 2 I Corinthians 9:19-27 
o Day 3 Acts 4:1-22 
o Day 4 Acts 4:23-31 
o Day 5 II Corinthians 5:9-21 

• OPTIONAL Use your study Bible or other resources for background information on 
the church at Corinth and the epistles Paul wrote to that church. 

• Answer the questions from the Share and Discuss sections of the Group Guide and 
journal your insights.  

• Answer the Commit & Act question. Be patient and persistent in prayer. Journal your 
insights. 

Lead learn to facilitate your group more effectively  

• As you facilitate the Share question, encourage people to be brief so everyone can 
have a chance to share.  

• As you facilitate the Discuss questions focus on what the group can do to help one 
another in areas where we struggle as individuals. TIP: Use what you hear in these 
discussions to “buddy-up” group members this week.  

Shepherd know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 

• Connect: Connect with a group member or spiritual mentor this week to share your 
struggles that were revealed during your preparation for this lesson and/or during the 
discussions.     

• Pray: Pray for your group members to connect with and care for one another this 
week. 

• Replenish: Replenish yourself by finding time each day to meditate on Jesus’ love for 
you.

http://preachingsource.com/journal/the-historical-background-of-first-corinthians/
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Group Guide 

Open [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

Share Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [10 min] 

What was one “take away” for you from last week’s sermon?  

Introduce [1 min]  

This letter is in direct contrast to the tone of I Corinthians, for it is intensely personal and filled 
with the deep emotions of the dedicated apostle. In the first letter, Paul is the instructor, 
answering questions and setting matters right; in this letter he is the loving pastor, the minister 
of Christ, pouring out his life that his spiritual children might be perfected in the faith. No letter 
in the NT reveals the true character of Christian ministry as this one does. No letter says so 
much about Christian giving, suffering, or spiritual triumph.  

In this chapter, Paul is still discussing his ministry, answering the accusations of his enemies. 
He points out that his ministry is serious, not careless; that he works from honest motives and 
not fleshly desires. —Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament 

Read This week’s passage is II Corinthians 5:9-21 [2 min]  

Discuss [31 min] 

In order to reach people for Christ we must: 

Be concerned about pleasing Christ (vv. 9-13) [11 min] 
• Why should we be concerned about pleasing Christ? 
• What does a Christ-pleasing life look like?  
• What are the consequences of not pleasing Christ? 
• How can we as a group help each other to live lives that are pleasing to Christ? 

Be compelled by Christ’s love for us (vv. 14-17) [9 min] 
• Why should we be compelled by Christ’s love for us?  
• How did Jesus demonstrate His love? How does He expect us to respond?  
• Where do we fall short in our response? What can we do as a group to help each other 

meditate on Christ’s love and respond to it in a way that glorifies Him? 

Be ambassadors for Christ (vv. 18-21) [11 min] 
• What is an ambassador? What does Jesus expect His ambassadors to do? 
• In what ways do you represent Jesus well? In what ways do you misrepresent Him? 
• What can we do as a group to help each other reach people with the gospel? 

Commit & Act [1 min] 

Commit to asking God to show you where you fall short in living a life that pleases Christ, being 
compelled by Christ’s love to live for Him and not for yourself, and to represent Christ as His 
ambassador and reach people with the gospel.  

Close [5 min] 

As we close in prayer let’s ask God to transform First Norfolk into a church that filled with people 
who are committed to laboring in the ministry of reconciliation.   

 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/news.aspx

